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CERTIFICATION  W  FAMILY  PRACTICE:  THE  STUDENT  VIEWPOINT 

In  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  College  of  Family  Physicians 
of  Canada  to  terminate  the  practice  eligibility  route  of  certification, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  policy  will  place  a  greater  demand 
on  first  year  residency  positions  than  the  existing  programs  are 
capable  of  accommodating,  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Medical  Students/ 

La  Federation  des  Etudiants  en  Kedecine  du  Canada  has  taken  an  active 
role  in  seeking  the  reinstitution  of  the  practice  eligibility  route 
to  certification. 

In  a  Position  Paper  concerning  this  issue,  the  CFMS/FEMC  has  clearly 
pointed  out  that  although  the  College  of  Family  Physicians  of  Canada, 
which,  when  first  created  under  the  auspices  of  the  Canadian  Medical 
Association  was  directed  to  "not  assume  medico-political  functions  which 
properly  belong  to  the  Canadian  Medical  Association",  has  become 
involved  in  the  medical  and  political  arena  in  order  to  ensure  that 
Family  Practice  remains  an  'attractive  and  rewarding'  way  of  life. 
According  to  Dr,  I.W.  Bean,  a  former  President  of  the  College,  this 
involvement  includes  the  exertion  of  "political  leverage  when  it  comes 
to  fee  negotiations",  such  that  family  physicians  will  soon  start  asking 
to  be  paid  as  specialists.  The  College  is  further  recommending  “that 
the  qualifications  considered  necessary  to  practice  Family  Medicine  be 
the  same  qualifications  required  for  eligibility  to  sit  the  certification 
examination  in  Family  Medicine".  At  the  present  time  this  requirement 
is  "a  minimum  of  two  years  of  integrated  residency  training  following 
graduation  from  a  Canadian  Medical  School".  Coupled  with  this  recom¬ 
mendation  has  been  the  establishment  of  1980  as  the  cut-off  date  for  the 
practice  eligibility  route  to  sit  the  certification  examinations.  The 
College  also  very  clearly  states  that  "no  credit  per  se  will  be  given 
toward  eligibility  to  sit  the  certification  examination  following 
completion  of  an  interneship  -  straight,  mixed  or  rotating".  And  although 
the  College  also  states  that  credit  may  be  given  on  an  "individual 
consideration"  basis,  it  is  equally  clear  that  sufficient  case  law  has 
yet  to  be  established  concerning  this  to  enable  a  student  to  intelli¬ 
gently  plan  an  internship  outside  of  a  Family  Practice  Residency  should 
he/she  desire  to  eventually  be  certificated  in  the  College. 


Page  2 


In  effect  then,  the  graduating  medical  student  who  wishes  to  practise 
Family  Medicine  is  forced  into  a  Family  Practice  Residency  -  by  virtue 
of  the  inability  to  obtain  certification  by  another  means,  and  by 
virtue  of  what  would  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  the  College  to 
establish  benefits  for  its  certificants  that  a  general  practitioner 
would  not  be  entitled  to. 

However,  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Canadian  Interneship  Mat¬ 
ching  Service  for  the  Interneship  year  1980-81,  shows  that  284  of  292 
first  year  positions  available  in  a  Canadian  Family  Practice  Resi¬ 
dency  were  filled  (this  in  a  year  when  the  practice  eligibility 
route  to  certification  was  still  available).  On  reviewing  the 
positions  offered  for  the  year  1981-82,  only  five  more  positions 
have  been  allocated  to  first  year  family  practice  residencies.  Due 
to  the  above-mentioned  reasons,  one  can  easily  predict  an  excessive 
demand  for  positions  in  the  first  year  of  these  residencies  -  creating 
a  demand  greater  than  the  supply  situation.  What  will  become  of  the 
unsuccessful  applicant  for  a  residency  position?  It  can  only  be 
anticipated  that  this  individual  will  have  to  compete,  or  be  forced 
to  practice  primary  care  medicine  without  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
certified  in  the  very  body  that  was  established  in  1954  to  represent 
and  protect  him. 

It  is  with  these  concerns  in  mind,  that  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Medical  Students/La  F^dlration  des  Etudiants  en  Medicine  du 
Canada  is  strongly  encouraging  the  College  of  Family  Physicians  of 
Canada  to  reinstate  the  Practice  eligibility  route  to  certification. 

FROM  THE  CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 
*******************  ********"*"*  **************************  ******** 

The  class  of  8T4  presents  a  MEDS  PUB  in  the  MSB  Lobby,  Fri„,Feb. 
20, from  8pm  to  1  a.m.  All  welcome. 
**************************************************************** 

Arts  and  Letters"--  CENTRAL  AND  EAST  EUROPEAN  CULTURAL  NIGHT 

Come  to  the  International  Students  Centre,  33  St.  George  St., 
Cumberland  Room,  for  a  great  evening  of  entertainment.  Eat 
gouladh,  borsdt  and  more.  Sip  on  Hungarian  wine  while  you  watch 
a  terrific  show--  there  will  be  Ukrainian  and  Hungarian  folk 
dancers,  Estonian  gymnasts,  and  more.  It  all  starts  at  7  pm 
(show  at  8  pm),  so  see  you  all  there. 

Christa  Jeney,  8T3 
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LETTER 


Despite  what  you  might  believe*  somebody  does  care! I 
If  you’ve  been  around  this  faculty  for  the  last  little 
while,  you  might  have  noticed  that  the  content  of  courses 
and  course  material  change  rapidly  from  year  to  year  without 
even  the  slightest  mention  of  intent  to  the  students®  But 
a  light  has  appeared  In  the  tunnel  of  authority  and  his  name 
is  FRECKER. 

Dr.  Frecteer  Is  to  be  congratulated  for  his  concern 
and  his  initiative  in  inviting  students  to  help  him  co¬ 
ordinate  his  Srd^Addic tion  course  and  course  syllabus. 

He  Baked  students  from  the  3rd  year  class  to  give  their 
views  on  what  the  course  should  Include  and  how  It  should 
be  presented.  Never  before  has  someone  asked  our  class 
for  this  type  of  Information  and  It  Is  on  behalf  of  the 
class  of  8T2  that  the  three  of  us  would  like  to  express 
our  deepest  gratitude.  Thank  you,  Dr.  FrecMer. 

Hershey  Bell,  Sam  Backlin,  Barry  Englehardt 


FREE  FORMAL  TICKET 

The  winner  of  the  Blood  Donor  Clinic  draw  for  a 
free  ticket  to  the  Meds  Formal  was  Alexandra  Bereirowsky j , 
Meds  III.  So,  come  on  guys,  get  a  haircut  and  shine  your 
shoes--~who  knows,  you  (yes,  you!)  might  be  on  your  way 
to  a  night  of  delight!  But  you'll  have  to  stand  in  line, 
behind  me! 


Stephen  Holzapfel, 
External  Affairs 


Arts  and  Letters  WRITING  CONTEST...  Don't  forget.,  to  submit 
your  poetry  and/or  prose  by  Fri . ,  Feb.  27.  Three  prizes  will 
be  given  for  each  category. 

************************************************************* 

FORMAL  1981  -  Feb.  28  -  Just  two  weeks  away.  40  dollars 
per  couple  includes  (i)  5-course  meal  (ii), Guest  speaker  - 
Dr.  Stuart  Klein  (iii)  live  band  (iv)  terrific  company 
(v)  if  you  wish,  reserve  a  table  (for  4  couples)  (vi)  did 
I  mention  the  delicious  food?  (wii)  Time  is  running  out, 
buy  your  ticket  TODAY.  Ticket  sellers:  (8T4)  Mike  Bloom, 
Jai$.fer  Jaco  (8T3)  Jeff  Abrahams,  Trudy  Hall  (8T2)  Mike 
McDermott,  Jill  McEwen;  Clerks  -  call  Mrs.  Randall  S78-8730. 


Pa9e  6  The  Sports  Page  by  Sheldon  Shaul 

The  Hypertensions  Broomball  finished  the  regular 
season  on  a  positive  note  with  a  5  and  1  record  by 
defeating  Trinity  1-0.  Dandy  Don  Baumander  scored  the 
winner,  finishing  off  a  fine  play  by  Eric  Freedman. 
Barry  Engelhardt  got  the  shutout.  Playoffs  start  next  week.  The 
GangGreen,  Meds 1  other  broomball  team,  finished  the  year  at  3 
and  3  and  unfortunately  missed  the  playoffs. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Prep'n  H,  the  8T3  class  hock¬ 
ey  team.  They  were  victorious  this  week  before  a  capacity  crowd 
at  Varsity  Arena  (Yes,  even  Barb,  their  most  loyal  fan,  was 
absent ). Coach  Feldman  called  it  the  highlight  of  the  season. "The 
boys  are  finally  coming  together.  They've  finally  perfected  the 
system.*  It  has  been  reported  that  Coach  Feldman  will  be  retired 
to  stud  at  the  end  of  the  season. 


Interested  in  doing  an  ELECTIVE  IN  ISRAEL?  ...  The  Canadian 
chapter  of  the  Israel  Medical  Association  is  having  a  meeting 
in  March  (date  as  yet  undecided)  to  discuss  the  programs  being 
offered  by  some  of  the  major  teaching  hospitals  in  Isreal.If 
youwould  like  to  start  making  summer  arrangements  before  this 
time,  the  following  are  the  addresses  of  two  of  the  more  popular 
programs  available  to  foreign  students: 

1.  SHAAREI  TZEDEK  HOSPITAL  (Jerusalem) 

c/o  Dr.  W.  Jacobsohn,  Director  of  Foreign  Medical  Students 
P.0.  Box  293,  Jerusalem,  Israel 

2.  TEL  HASHOMER  HOSPITAL  (outside  Tel  Aviv) 

/o  Mrs.  Bella  Nick,  Coordinator  for  Foreign  Medical  Studemts, 
/o  Beit  Sourasky, 

Tel  Hashomer,  Isreal. 

The  Hadassah  Hospital  in  Jerusalem  as  of  last  year  does  not 
offer  electives  to  students  in  years  1-3.  The  student  affairs 
office  has  the  address  for  a  research  program  at  the  Weizmann 
Institute  in  Rehovat. 

Mark  Korson,  8T2 
Thinking  of  Opting  Out? 

Hear  the  pros  and  cons  of  opting  in,  opting  out  and  salaried 
practices,  Thurs.  Feb. 26  at  7:30  PM  in  Room  107,  McMurrich 
Building  (old  anatomy  lecture  theatre),  with  3  young  doctors 
in  general  practice  who  appeared  in  a  Maclean’s  article  called 
"Doctors  in  Crisis"  in  Sept.,  1980.  Everyone  is  welcome.  Coffee 
and  donuts  will  be  served. 


Your  Editor  this  week 


Megan  Sykes 


